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Enclosure of the new G ehry Building
Figure 1. 
Gehry building 
after completion
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Enclosure of the new G ehry Building

The Novartis Pharma AG’s Gehry Building in Basle (Switzerland) has been completed. 

The office building, designed by the US architect Frank O. Gehry, is characterized by   

a polyhedral folded steel and glass shell, which encloses the entire concrete structure.  

The supporting structure of the enclo-

sure, with its partially doubly curved 

surfaces, is composed of a stiff steel 

structure that periodically attaches to  

the concrete structure underneath.

by Hans Schober, Michael Werwigk and
Kai Kürschner

The structural engineering consul-
tancy Schlaich Bergermann und 
Partner provided the entire design 

of the building’s structure (drafting, con-
struction, and construction supervision).

This article will describe the special 
features associated with the drafting, 
construction, fabrication and erection of 
this unique steel and glass shell.

General
Frank O. Gehry was commissioned to 
create a new building in 2004 within 
the framework of the concept for a 
new „Campus of Knowledge“ at the St. 
Johann plant of the Novartis Pharma 
AG in Basle, Switzerland. The centrally 
located Gehry building offers space for 
offices and training rooms, a restaurant 
and an underground amphitheater with 
adjacent rooms for media and building 
technology (fig. 1).

The planning of this very complex 
building, executed by more than 20 dis-
cipline experts, could only be achieved 
by using a unified software program, 
one that could guarantee uncomplica-
ted data exchange and efficient coordi-
nation [1]. Already in the first phases 
of design, CATIA V5 (here specially: 
Digital Project) was implemented as the 
technological foundation to be used ➤
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Outer 
view at 
nighttime.












































